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boasts that before he reached his twentieth year he had
mastered seven sciences1 :

" My foot is on the second step of the zenith of the de-
accomphsh-                cades, and behold the number of my accomplish-

ments.                      ments exceeds the thousands !

In mathematics, logic, astronomy and philosophy I enjoy a pro-

ficiency which is conspicuous2 amongst mankind.
When all these are traversed the savoury knowledge of the Truth3,

which is the Master of the Sciences, is added to the sum total.
In the concatenated description of my writing this is enough, that

every dot from my pen is the heart's core of men of letters4.

I put on the attribute of poetry, for I know that thou knowest that

this step is to me the eighth of these 'seven severe ones.' 6"

In the following quatrain, also cited by Shibli (p. 168), he
alludes to his proposed journey to India and bids himself

1  The verses are given by Shibli, op. cit^ p. 166.

2  Literally " which has the White Hand," in allusion to one of the
miracles of Moses.

3  That is, Stiffism, as explained by Shibli.

4  The word-play between suwaydd and sawdd cannot be reproduced
in translation.

5  This expression occurs in Qur*dn xii, 48, where it denotes the
" seven lean years."